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to universal art consists in this,  that the
existing sphere of material or forms is widened
by  new,   specific   values,   characteristic   of
the spirit of a certain nation.    But in order
that these should gain their full value and be
appropriated by all, the artist must with the
power of genius be able to force all to listen
to him.   No art rules over such wide land-
marks as those of music, but neither is any
art, perhaps, so bound by rules once fixed.
More evenly than that of many another new
and independently thinking musical composer,
Sibelius' path has been through the musical
world, a triumphal progress, it might be said,
in which jealousy and slanderers, who are never
lacking in the footsteps of genius, were soon
brought to silence.   His originality has not
stood in the light of his high culture, his
personality in the  light  of his  profoundly
human qualities, his intelligence in the light
of  his  heart.   Thus  he   has   provided  the
spiritual culture of our time with the greatest
contribution that has so far been given it from
a Finnish source and has taken his place as the
representative of his people among the noblest
in art."

Jean Sibelius had already for a dozen years taken
a different road than that on which he had gained
the victories of his early manhood and his unique
popularity. In the effort to realise his most intimate